
BUYINGGUIDE

46  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  JUNE/JULY 2024

94 Titus 2021 Imperatus Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Layered and lavish, this wine 

fills the mouth with flavors of ground coffee, ripe 
black plum and abundant oak spices. The tannins 
are softened and plentiful, carrying into a long fin-
ish that reveals Cabernet Sauvignon with a struc-
ture to age. Best 2028–2040 or beyond.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $245 

93 Acumen 2021 Mountainside Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Napa Valley). Rich with concentration 

and palate-coating flavor, this wine is approachable 
and satisfying. Toasty oak aromatics couple with 
flavors of black fruits, sweet tobacco and freshly 
ground coffee. Abundant while velvety tannins per-
sist into a long finish.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $85 

93 Desparada 2021 The Purist Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Central Coast). This blend of grapes 

from Grimm’s Bluff in Happy Canyon of Santa Bar-
bara and Chelle Mountain atop York Mountain is 
both dense and fresh on the nose, offering intense 
blackberry and toasty wood aromas. The palate is 
hearty and generous in berry, mocha and pepper-
corn flavors, but the intense tannins are most prom-
ising. Drink now–2037.  Cellar Selection. —M.K. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $65 

93 Ehlers Estate 2021 Jean Leducq Cabernet 
Sauvignon (St. Helena). Harvested from the 

most elevated block of Ehlers property, this wine 
was named for the estate patriarch. It offers juicy, 
ripe blackberry and black plum followed by flavors 
of sweet cocoa, pencil shavings and wet stones. 
Ample, polished tannins carry this wine into a long 
and inviting finish.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $110 

93 Ferrari-Carano 2021 PreVail West Face Cab-
ernet Sauvignon (Alexander Valley). For full 

review see page 12.  
abv: 15.2% Price: $100 

93 Flanagan 2021 The Beauty of Three Caber-
net Sauvignon (Sonoma County). This wine 

is a feast for lovers of the rare cherry-eucalyptus 
combination of aromas in Cabernet. Flavors of 
black cherry, plum skin, fresh-crushed mint leaf 
and graphite round out a balanced palate. This is 
decadent stuff with all the texture and richness 
that drinkers expect from elite Cabernet intended 
for cellaring. Drink 2028–2045.  Editors’ Choice. 
—T.R.C. 
abv: NA Price: $54 

93 Frog’s Leap 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon (Ruth-
erford). One of the founding practitioners of 

organic and dry farming in Napa Valley, Frog’s Leap 
offers a classic approach to Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Along with flavors of black currant and blackberry, 
this wine offers lingering spices, lightly tactile tan-
nins and mouthwatering acidity. The wine is both 
pleasing and perfect for a range of foods from savory 
mushrooms and risotto, to grass fed beef.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 13.8% Price: $75 

93 Goldschmidt 2021 Game Ranch Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). For full review see 

page 13.  
abv: 14.9% Price: $95 

93 Goldschmidt 2021 Hilary Goldschmidt Caber-
net Sauvignon (Oakville). For full review see 

page 13.  
abv: 14.7% Price: $55 

93 Goldschmidt 2021 Yoemen Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon (Alexander Valley). For full review see 

page 13.  Editors’ Choice. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $75 

93 Groth 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). 
Rich and luscious aromas of ripe plums and 

blackberries sprinkled with baking spices carry into 
flavorful black fruits layered with oak spices. Fine-
grained tannins coat the mouth, balanced by juicy 
acidity that freshens the palate through a long fin-
ish. Impressive persistence.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $80 

93 Materra Cunat Family Vineyards 2021 Hidden 
Block Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). 

Richly oaked and savory, this concentrated and full-
bodied wine from the family estate delivers flavors 
of dark fruits, graphite and crushed rocks. The tan-
nins are abundant and palate coating, creating a 
structure perfect for richer cuts of meat and flavor-
ful meals.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.9% Price: $72 

93 My Favorite Neighbor 2021 Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Paso Robles). Dense aromas of 

toasted walnut, cocoa and coffee bean meet with 
dark berry and wild mint on the savory nose of 
this bottling. Chalky tannins frame the sip, where 
espresso and toasty dark-chocolate flavors give 
depth to the baked berry core.  —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $55 

93 Navigator 2022 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa 
Valley). For full review see page 14.   

abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

93 Precision Wine 2021 Gait Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review see 

page 15.  
abv: 14.5% Price: $45 

93 Pride Mountain 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Sonoma County). A wild and wonderful 

abundance of floral aromatics jumps from the glass 
of this powerfully structured wine. Sure, there are 
also currant and plum aromas on the nose as well 
juicy berry fruit and a nice streak of acid to balance 
the tannin on the palate but please, take time to 
stop and smell the flowers.  —T.R.C. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $82 

93 Pride Mountain 2021 Vintner Select Cuvée 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Sonoma County). This 

wine is deeply colored and structured, with vibrant 
black cherry, plum and tobacco wafting from the 
nose. The spicy and vibrant palate offers brandy-

soaked cherry, caramel, dark chocolate and licorice 
on the way to a grippy finish. This wine would ben-
efit from a decade or more in the cellar.  —T.R.C. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $106 

93 Seavey 2021 Caravina Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Napa Valley). Richly flavored while beau-

tifully integrated, this velvety wine weaves black 
cherry and cassis with dark chocolate and a sprinkle 
of baking spices. Cedar and wet tobacco emerge with 
further sipping, making a pleasing and approach-
able while still sophisticated red wine.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

93 Sleeping Giant 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Howell Mountain). For full review see 

page 15.  
abv: 14.4% Price: $175 

93 Sleeping Giant 2021 Inglewood Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (St. Helena). Flavors of 

ripe black plum, sweet nutmeg and warm cedar are 
coupled with an upright structure carried through 
a silken mouthfeel. This 100% Cabernet Sauvignon 
is both brooding and alluring, with lush flavors on 
a full body with mouthwatering presence.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.6% Price: $165 

93 Sojourn 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon (Atlas 
Peak). Juicy, ripe mixed berries and black 

plum lift from the glass, meeting flavors of cocoa 
with a hint of sweet cinnamon. The tannins are 
plush and velvety, leading into a lingering finish for 
this generous and serious wine.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

93 Sojourn 2021 Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). 
Powerful and richly flavored, this 100% 

Cabernet Sauvignon carries lush flavors of red and 
black plum, wet tobacco and layers of oak. Tannins 
are densely packed, velvety-textured and persistent. 
A wine of generosity.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $95 

93 Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars 2021 Artemis Caber-
net Sauvignon (Napa Valley). For full review 

see page 15.  
abv: 14.8% Price: $110 

93 The Vice 2021 Coyote Loser Cabernet Sau-
vignon (Howell Mountain). This powerful 

wine fills the palate with flavors of black plum, 
tobacco and hints of vanilla bean. The tannins are 
firm and palate coating, balanced by a mouthwater-
ing persistence that carries into a long finish. Con-
sider decanting. Drink 2028–2038.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $99 

93 Titus 2021 Family Estate Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Napa Valley). Rich and full bod-

ied, this Cabernet Sauvignon blend combines the 
deeper flavors of Petit Verdot and Malbec to offer 
aromas of espresso followed by generous flavors of 
spiced plums and toasted oak spices. The wine is 
substantial, with velvety tannins and a long finish. 
Best 2028–2040.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $115 
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90 The Calling 2022 Pinot Noir (Russian 
River Valley). Fresh raspberry, cherry and 

orange-blossom aromas are displayed on the nose of 
this elegant and expressive wine. The palate is both 
floral and bright, with juicy acidity and just enough 
grip of tannin for balance. This would pair marvel-
ously with smoked-salmon canapes.  —T.R.C. 
abv: NA Price: $37 

90 Three Thieves 2022 Pinot Noir (California). 
For full review see page 30.  Best Buy. 

abv: 13.5% Price: $11 

90 Z. Alexander Brown 2022 Uncaged Pinot Noir 
(California). For full review see page 30.  

Best Buy. 
abv: 15% Price: $17 

89 Atelier 2022 Pinot Noir (Russian River Val-
ley). This wine shows a delicate garnet 

color in the glass. The nose has aromas of dusty 
cherry, sandalwood and cinnamon, while the pal-
ate is lighter and acid driven, with flavors of cran-
berry and orange peel plus a pleasantly soft finish.  
—T.R.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $49 

89 Castle Rock 2022 Pinot Noir (Central Coast). 
Candied strawberry aromas are layered in 

herb and shaved wood on the familiar nose of this 
bottling. The palate subtly combines pomegranate, 
orange rind and rose petal into an easygoing sip.  
Best Buy. —M.K. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $12 

89 La Crema 2022 Pinot Noir (Sonoma Coast). 
A straightforward and clean example of 

Pinot from coastal Sonoma County. Savory mush-
room, juicy maraschino cherry and fresh orange 
zest highlight the nose of this wine, while flavors 
of raspberry coulis and cocoa powder dominate the 
palate.  —T.R.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

89 La Crema 2021 Saralee’s Vineyard Pinot Noir 
(Russian River Valley). This wine displays 

red cherry, raspberry and cola aromas, with spicy 
black pepper, dried cranberry and cinnamon coming 
through on the palate. There’s some warmth and the 
grip of drier tannin on display that should integrate 
nicely after a few years in the cellar.  —T.R.C. 
abv: 14% Price: $65 

89 Raeburn 2022 Pinot Noir (Sonoma County). 
Bright high-toned aromas of orange peel 

and candied raspberry highlight the nose of this 
wine. The midweight palate feels more restrained, 
dominated by cherry and cranberry fruit. Enjoy this 
with salmon or roasted game birds.  —T.R.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

89 Rescue Dog Wines 2021 Pinot Noir (Central 
Coast). Baked strawberry, sarsaparilla and 

baking spice aromas show on the nose of this bot-
tling from Knapp Vineyard in San Benito County. 

The palate combines strawberry and pomegranate 
juice flavors with mace and cola spice.  —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $35 

89 The Calling 2022 Pinot Noir (Monterey 
County). Lively aromas of raspberry and 

pomegranate meet with sumac, red flowers and wet 
forest fronds on the nose of this bottling. The palate 
combines flavors of dried and liquified cherry along 
with cola and toasted sage elements that are slightly 
sour.  —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $32 

88 Banshee 2021 Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara 
County). Stewed cherry, marjoram and 

anise aromas make for a familiar if somewhat simple 
nose on this bottling. The palate picks up oregano, 
bay leaf and plum flavors, keeping that fruit-meets-
herb tone.  —M.K. 
abv: 14.05% Price: $30 

88 El Pino Club 2021 The Cusp Pinot Noir (Rus-
sian River Valley). Tart cherry and cotton-

candy aromas swirl on the nose of this Pinot, with 
plum skin, berry gastrique and a touch of black tea 
emerging on the palate. The finish is bright and 
pretty linear. It’s a lighter style that will pair nicely 
with roasted duck.  —T.R.C. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $60 

88 Pure Cru 2021 Pinot Noir (Carneros-Napa 
Valley). Generous flavors of black cherry 

and black raspberry, with accents of tangerine zest 
and red licorice, fill the palate. Moderate tannins 
and a persistent mouthwatering finish bring liveli-
ness to this wine.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $38 

88 Siduri 2022 Pinot Noir (Santa Barbara 
County). Fat and ripe aromas of black 

cherry meet with cola and coffee bean on the nose 
of this bottling. There’s ample oak spice to the pal-
ate, which is dense with ripe fruit that’s wrapped in 
a smooth, slightly flat texture.  —M.K. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $40 

88 The Federalist 2022 Pinot Noir (Central 
Coast). Dried cherry and muddled, minty 

herb aromas show on the nose of this bottling. The 
palate presents a fresh red-fruit tone that is cut by 
the sappy herb elements.  —M.K. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $27 

87 Member’s Mark 2022 Private Reserve Pinot 
Noir (Sonoma County). This is a bright, 

straightforward and light-bodied Pinot Noir. Aro-
mas of maraschino cherry, dusty mushroom and 
cola spice waft from the glass. On the palate, there’s 
generous acidity, raspberry-cherry fruit flavors and 
an earthy finish.  Best Buy. —T.R.C. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $12 

86 Clos de Napa 2020 Pinot Noir (Napa Valley). 
Flavors of cranberry, cherry and an accent 

of candied orange carry into a pleasing finish. It’s an 
approachable wine, with refreshing flavor.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

86 La Crema 2021 Pinot Noir (Los Carneros). 
The nose of this unique Pinot shows a 

wealth of forest and underbrush aromas alongside a 
core of candied raspberry fruit. The palate is excep-
tionally dry with evergreen, pepper and espresso 
flavors dominating before a very tannic finish that 
is reminiscent of Aglianico.  —T.R.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $50 

GAMAY NOIR

95 Lucy 2023 Gamay Noir (Santa Lucia High-
lands). For full review see page 7.  Editors’ 

Choice. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

93 Stasis 2022 Gamay Noir (Santa Maria Val-
ley). Hearty boysenberry aromas meet with 

loamy earth and sifted ash on the intense nose of 
this bottling. The palate is deep in dark berry, pep-
per, lavender and lilac flavors that are wrapped in 
a creamy texture, making for a serious sip.  —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $55 

93 Stasis 2022 Gamay Noir (Santa Barbara 
County). That typical Gamay aromatic pair-

ing of berry and crushed stone show strongly on the 
nose of this county cuvée, which also offers hints of 
lavender. The palate is tense and lively with boy-
senberry, black raspberry, violet and cracked pepper 
flavors.  —M.K. 
abv: 14.3% Price: $55 

CABERNET FRANC

94 Acumen 2021 Peak Cabernet Franc (Atlas 
Peak). With dense flavor and a firm, upright 

structure, this wine shows the serious side of Cab-
ernet Franc. Red and black fruits are spun through 
with coffee, cocoa and graphite. Firm and persistent 
tannins are palate cleansing and built to age. Con-
sider decanting. Drink 2027–2038.  —E.C.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $125 

94 Soquel Vineyards 2022 Pleasant Valley 
Farms Partners’ Reserve Cabernet Franc 

(Santa Cruz Mountains). This very appealing Cab 
Franc starts with aromas of smashed cherry, boy-
senberry, peppercorn and light char on the vibrant 
nose. The palate is tightly wound, offering that 
cherry-berry combination as well as flavors of pot-
pourri, damp wood and white pepper.  —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $30 

92 Bumgarner 2020 Cabernet Franc (El Dorado). 
This wine is lush, concentrated with aromas 

of mulberry, boysenberry, blood orange and cin-
namon on the nose. The midpalate has flavors of 
blackberry confiture, blueberry jam, coriander and 
molasses interlaced with black licorice, sweet cigar 
and a dry finish. Pair with ahi tuna burgers.  —T.P. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $38 

92 Foxen 7200 2021 Tinaquaic Vineyard Caber-
net Franc (Santa Maria Valley). Fluffy pur-




